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lodge-P

in modern times, Leopardi's immense com-
mentary on all of Western literature and
thought continuously reveals the splendar
and power of his own mind—one might say,
of his consciousness, because its scope tran-
scends much of what our traditions have

HAROLD BLOOM

“There is general agreement that the Zibal
done is one of the richest mines of reflection
on the modern human condition ever writ-
ten. Schopenhauer in particular referred to
Leopardi as ‘my spiritual brother’ and saw
much of his awn thinking foreshadowed in
Leopardi’s writings." —T1M PARKS

few of Books blog

g s its
title. Never before had such a cohabitation—
of philosophy and philology, of pure lit-
erature and psychological investigation, of
eriticism both cultural and scientific, of dark

e this unprece
mples, from the
same century, can be compared to the Zibal-
done, equally essentialand completely diver
gent in the ways they present themselves:
Kierkeganrd's huge Diary, and the thou-
sands of pages of Nietzsche's Posthumous
Fragments™ ROBERTO CALASSO

dented form. Tw

awaiting them, for Leopardi’s extraordinary
secret notebooks, the Zibaldane, have finally
been put into English in their entirety, so that
at last we can fully engage with his ideas
about poetry, history, philosophy, and the
age in which he lived. Leopardi was an om-
nivorous reader, and the notebooks can be

seen as personal reflections on everything

thought and lettersin the turbulent early de.

cades of the nineteenth century.”
—SUSAN BASSNETT,
Professor of Comparative Literature.
University of Warwick
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